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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, January 4, 2017.  Present were Eldon 
F. Moreira, Chairman; Jerry  Lawrence, Vice Chairman; and Anthony J. Kinahan, Clerk.  Also 
present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator.  The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Selectmen's Meeting Room in Town Hall. 
 
Also present at this time: 
 
Nils Anderson, President, Samoset Rod & Gun Club 
Jordan Remy, Bridgewater State University Intern 
Anthony Hebert, Bridgewater State University Intern 
 
Chairman Moreira called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Chairman Moreira wished everyone a Happy New Year, and thanked everyone for their support.  
Chairman Moreira also stated that the Town stands out in comparison to other communities, and 
is in a great position. 
 
The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Chairman Moreira stated two interns from Bridgewater State University (BSU) were in 
attendance.  Chairman Moreira welcomed the interns and asked them to say a few words about 
what they are doing for the Town.  
 
Mr. Jordan Remy stated that he is working in the Board of Selectmen's office, and his first 
project is to research and analyze collective bargaining agreements for the DPW, Police, Fire and 
Clerical Unions.   
 
Mr. Anthony Hebert stated he is working in the Conservation Commission office with John 
DeLano on an open space and recreation plan.  Mr. Hebert stated he is sending out a survey 
collecting input and concerns, compiling results, and those results will to be sent to the state in 
the spring.  Mr. Hebert stated the Town is seeking grant money for facilities, etc.    
 
Chairman Moreira thanked both for their service to the Town. 
 
Mr. Lawrence stated the internship is a great program that Mr. Gagne started, and he hopes to  
continue it next year.  Mr. Lawrence thanked Mr. Gagne and the interns.  
 
Mr. Kinahan stated the interns should let the Board know if they need anything. 
 
Mr. Gagne thanked the Board for getting funding at Town Meeting, stated that the interns were 
brought on this year, and he thanked the Board for their support.  Mr. Gagne stated BSU is a first 
rate state university on our doorstep which has not been utilized in the past.  Mr. Gagne stated 
the interns will do research, get an opportunity to learn about the Town, and help start a long 
term relationship between BSU and the Town.   
 
Mr. Lawrence thanked Kitty Doherty for her ongoing relationship with BSU. 
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At 7:05 p.m. Chairman Moreira stated the Samoset Rod & Gun Club was in attendance to get 
approval of a change of beneficial interest.  Chairman Moreira recused himself from the 
discussion as he is on the Board of Directors at the club.  Mr. Lawrence asked Mr. Gagne if all of 
the club's paperwork was in order.  Mr. Gagne responded yes. 
 
Mr. Nils Anderson, the new president of the Samoset Rod & Gun Club stated the club now has a 
great group of officers and directors which includes educated people, law enforcement officers, 
and business owners.  Mr. Lawrence asked about the club generally, and Mr. Anderson stated it 
has pizza nights for the public and members.  Mr. Anderson stated it also holds a Sunday 
morning breakfast.  Mr. Anderson stated the club participates in: a bird program, which is state 
funded, through which 120 pheasants a year are released; elderly dinners; kids Halloween and 
Christmas parties; kids fishing tournaments; and the club facilities are being offered for the 
public's use.  Mr. Lawrence stated that the club sounds like a good fit with the Open Space and 
Recreation Committee, and that Mr. Anderson may wish to speak with them. 
 
Mr. Lawrence asked how someone would join the club.  Mr. Anderson stated a fishing, hunting 
or pistol permit is required, and the applicant needs two club members to sponsor the application, 
and then the application will be reviewed.  Mr. Anderson stated if an applicant meets 
requirements, they become an associate member, and after twenty hours of service they become 
a member with voting rights.   
 
Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the Samoset Rod & Gun Club's Change in Beneficial Interest, 
Mr. Lawrence seconded and so voted.  Chairman Moreira abstained. 
 
Chairman Moreira resumed his role as Chairman. 
 
Chairman Moreira stated the annual license renewals for Common Victualler, Garage Repair, 
Class I, II, and III, Transfer Station Permit, and Public Amusement were before the Board for 
approval.   
   
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the license renewals provided inspections are complete, and 
except for any with outstanding issues, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
 

 Mr. Gagne stated minor edits and grammatical changes had been made to the Liquor Policy.  For 
example, some changes were made at the ABCC, and adjustments were made to the Town's 
policy to reflect those changes.  Mr. Lawrence asked about the shoe requirement.  Mr. Lawrence 
stated there is a restaurant with an outdoor bar which has volleyball, for example, and shoes 
should not be required there.  Mr. Gagne suggested amending the policy to reflect a shoe 
requirement indoors only.   
 
Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the Liquor Policy updates with the update regarding the 
indoor shoe requirement, Mr. Lawrence seconded, and so voted unanimously.   
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the SERSG DPW Services 2017 Contract Awards, Mr. 
Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
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Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the Meeting Minutes of November 16, 2016, Mr. Kinahan 
seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept for review the Meeting Minutes of December 14, 2016, Mr. 
Lawrence, seconded and so voted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Kinahan MOVED to ratify the compensation change for the Confidential Secretary, Tracy 
Altrich, Mr. Lawrence seconded, and so voted unanimously.   
 
Mr. Gagne stated that due to the timing of Len Graf, Highway Superintendent's retirement 
notice, an Interim Highway Superintendent needs to be appointed.  Mr. Gagne stated that if the 
Board approves, Shawn Anderson will serve as the Interim Highway Superintendent, and he will 
be paid an additional stipend during the interim period during the formal hiring process.  Mr. 
Gagne stated that Mr. Anderson cannot be in the union during the interim period, as he will be 
empowered with disciplinary authority, which is the reason for the separate agreement.   
 
Mr. Gagne stated there is also a Memorandum of Agreement with the Highway Union which will 
allow for an interim Highway Foreman, Mike Hutchinson. 
 
Mr. Kinahan MOVED to ratify the Interim Highway Superintendent's Memorandum of 
Agreement, Mr. Lawrence seconded, and so voted unanimously.  
 
Mr. Kinahan MOVED to appoint Mike Hutchinson as the Interim Highway Foremen, Mr. 
Lawrence seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
  
Mr. Gagne stated that a site plan review was before the Board regarding an existing billboard.  
Mr. Gagne stated that a few months ago a different billboard was placed closer to Route 24, and 
that the Site Plan Review to Amend Special Permit, Zoning Board of Appeals, 0 Pleasant Street, 
was asking to do the same thing.  Mr. Gagne stated a restriction on such a use was put in place.  
Mr. Lawrence recused himself from the vote and stated he had no personal or financial interest in 
the project.  Mr. Kinahan asked if the billboard was currently in use, and Mr. Gagne responded 
yes.  Mr. Gagne and the Board discussed the location of the billboard and the background 
regarding the approval of the first billboard to be within fifteen feet of Route 24. 
 
Mr. Kinahan MOVED to send the Site Plan for 0 Pleasant Street on to the Board of Appeals 
with no additional comments, Chairman Moreira seconded, and so voted. Mr. Lawrence 
abstained. 
 
Mr. Gagne referenced the Tree Removal Memorandum from Chris Iannitelli, Forestry 
Superintendent. Mr. Gagne stated that the Tree Warden makes a request annually related to 
removal and trimming of trees.  Mr. Gagne stated Mr. Iannitelli indicated there are 85 trees to be 
removed, and 56 trees to be trimmed, and that Mr. Iannitelli is seeking Board approval to do so.  
Mr. Lawrence stated that Mr. Iannitelli wears two hats, as Forestry Superintendent and Tree 
Warden.   Mr. Lawrence asked why it was necessary for the Board to approve an elected 
official's request.  Mr. Gagne cited MGL Chapter 87 § 5 which specifies that the Tree Warden 
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can, after public hearing, take down any tree in Town.  Mr. Gagne stated that the tree removal 
request can be approved by the Board here, and subsequent public hearings on the matter will not 
be required.   
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve Mr. Iannitelli's tree removal plan, Mr. Kinahan seconded, 
and so voted unanimously.    
 
Chairman Moreira commented that the Town's decorations looked very nice for the holiday 
season.    
 
Mr. Gagne gave the Town Administrator's report. Mr. Gagne stated he was advising the Board, 
per the Selectmen's recently approved policy, that Mr. Gagne approved the Girl Scouts of 
Eastern Massachusetts' request to have their Cookie Sale at Town Hall, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons during January and February 2017.  Mr. Lawrence asked to consider coordinating 
access to restrooms with the Police Department. 
 
Mr. Gagne stated that a recent Civil Service decision upheld the Town's termination of former 
Police Officer Desmond for just cause.  Mr. Gagne stated that this was the third level at which 
the Board of Selectmen's decision has been upheld.  Mr. Gagne stated that Mr. Desmond does 
have a thirty day appeal process to either seek an appeal or to ask for an extension to file one.  
Mr. Gagne stated that he will keep the Board informed.  
 
Mr. Gagne stated that the Town received FEMA Reimbursements in 2010, but that $1151 was 
still outstanding.  Mr. Gagne stated he signed the documentation to get the $1151 on behalf of 
the administration, and that the funds will be forthcoming. 
 
Chairman Moreira spoke about an incident involving a police cruiser, and stated it was fortunate 
that the officer was not seriously hurt.  Chairman Moreira stated the Town is looking into 
whether the vehicle will be totaled or not.  Mr. Lawrence stated it should be noted that the 
injured Sergeant Craven reported for duty the next morning.  
 
Mr. Lawrence MOVED to adjourn, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Tracy L. Altrich, Confidential Secretary 
 
List of Documents in January 4, 2017Agenda Packet: 

• Local Licensing Review Record, Samoset Rod and Gun Club 
• Application for Retail Alcoholic Beverage License 
• Petition for Transfer of Ownership, Transfer of Stock, New Officer(s), Director(s), 

Stockholder(s), and LLC Manager(s), Samoset Rod & Gun Club 
• Letter from Lisa Sassone dated November 29, 2016 
• 2017 License Renewals: Common Victuallers List 
• Garage Repair Licenses List 
• Class I, II, III and Transfer Station Permit List 
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• Entertainment/Public Amusement License List   
• Alcohol Policy and Rules and Regulations for Liquor License Holders 
• Town of West Bridgewater Policy on Dispensing Alcohol to Minors 
• Southeastern Regional Services Group Contract Award for DPW Services for 2/1/17-

1/31/18 
• Meeting Minutes of November 16, 2016 
• Meeting Minutes of December 14, 2016 
• Memo from David Gagne to Board of Selectmen dated January 4, 2017 
• Employment Agreement between the Town of West Bridgewater and Shawn Anderson 
• Memorandum of Agreement between Town of West Bridgewater and Local Union 1700, 

State Council 93, AFSCME, AFL-CIO, Highway, Forestry, and Water Department 
• Letter and Materials from Michael White to Brian McLaughlin, Regarding Amendment of 

Special Permit for Assessor's Map 65, Lot 007 Pleasant Street, Billboard, December 13, 
2016 

• Memo from Christopher Iannitelli to Board of Selectmen dated December 15, 2016 
• Request to Use Town Hall Parking Lot and/or Grounds 
• Commonwealth of Massachusetts Contract Amendment 

 
    

  
 
 


